Sep 12, 2019

36367 Stephen Leacock Way, Abbotsford, BC V3G 2Z6 604.557.0422
auguston.abbyschools.ca
Follow us on twitter: @AugustonTraditional

I would like to thank everyone for such a great start
to the 2019-20 School Year. The PAC welcome of
coffee and treats was an important event on the first
day of school. The anticipation of the new school
year can bring upon a variety of emotions and having
this warm welcome just makes everything that much
better! I told students, staff, and parents who came
to our first assembly that it is ok to be “nervous” on
the first day of school. Recognizing our human
emotion is something which has changed over the
years and it is important to let people know it is ok to
have “whatever emotion you are having.” I then
shared how this was my 40th first day of school (see
sign I am holding in picture) and I was still nervous
when it came to the first day! When I started
Kindergarten in 1979 at Heritage Elementary School
in Prince George, BC, little did I know 40 years later,
my life would encompass summers off and going for
Ice Cream every Labour Day to signify it was time to
get back to business in one way or another (I like
Skor blizzards with no fudge 😊😊).
As we move forward this year, I know we will
continue to build a community that embodies
“Courage, Integrity, and Wisdom”. After being at
Auguston for one school year, I feel very fortunate to
be the Principal because of the committed staff and
parent community who strive every day to provide
so many opportunities for students in and outside of
the classroom to excel in their area of expertise.
I would like to thank our entire staff for all the
preparation work they put into our start up and
wishing everyone an amazing 2019-20 school year!

Mon, Sep 16

Cross Country Practices begin
Fruit & Veggie Program

Tues, Sep 17

Auguston General PAC Meeting 6pm

Wed, Sep 18

Gr. 4/5 Cross Country Meet 3:30pm at
Clearbrook Park

Fri, Sep 20

Cops for Cancer at 1:15pm

Mon, Sep 23

Drive Away Hunger begins

Wed, Sep 25
Thurs, Sep. 26
Fri, Sep 27
Mon, Sep 30

Gr. 4/5 Cross Country Meet 3:30pm at
Clearbrook Park
Student Photo Day
Popcorn Day (at lunch, after the eating bell)
Meet the Teacher Night 6-7pm
Non-Instructional Day #1 (Admin Day)
NO CLASSES
Orange Shirt Day

Pick up and Drop Off Zone
at the front of the school

Reminder that this area is for a quick drop‐off or
pick‐up of your children. It is not an area to wait
for extended periods of time as it causes a back‐
up of vehicles on to the main road. We also have
a bus which drops off students at the beginning
and end of the day.
As always please drive at a safe speed in and
around the school. Our most precious gifts are
our children. Thank you for your cooperation!
Click here for the Abby App!
Click here for the School Calendar!
Click here for the Local School
Calendar for 2019-20

Parking and Pedestrian
Safety: asking for your
help and cooperation
A reminder to park in the appropriate parking
spaces in the school parking lot as well as on
the main street. Use of parking spaces for drivers
with disabilities should only be used if an
appropriate decal is displayed in the front
windshield of vehicles. We ask that these spaces
are kept clear when waiting with your children so
the vehicles can safely drive in and out of them.
This area is particularly busy in the morning for
drop off for both vehicle and people traffic. Due
to the congestion of parents waiting with their
children for the morning bell near the
kindergarten classroom area this often leads to
parents standing on the parking lot asphalt near
the stalls for individuals with disabilities.
Additionally, vehicles are also stopped in the
parking lot and are not actually in a parking stall
which also makes it difficult to maneuver to get
into and out of the appropriate stall. We are
sincerely asking for your cooperation with this
matter by avoiding standing on the parking lot
and not stopping in the parking lot unless in a
stall.
There is also no parking on the side of the road (near
baseball diamond) from driveway down to parking
lot. When parking on the main street, please avoid
parking near crosswalks as this obstructs children and
parent vision when crossing the street. As well,
please be aware that the two crosswalks on the main
road (Stephen Leacock Drive) have posted signs
indicating no parking of vehicles near the crosswalks
for the safety of pedestrians. In addition, there will be
traffic cones placed in this area.
We would appreciate your cooperation for the
safety of our children.

Non‐Instructional Day # 1
– Friday, September 27
Students will not be in attendance on this day.
School staff will be involved in reviewing school
goal and collaboration with grade level teams.

Dogs and other pets
on school grounds
A reminder that dogs and other pets are not
permitted on school grounds in accordance with
school district policy. There are posted signs on
school grounds. This is for safety and health reasons.
Pets are allowed for things such as show and tell with
prior approval from your child’s classroom teacher or
principal. We appreciate your cooperation with this
policy.

Follow Us on Twitter!
Here is another social media tool that is for your
convenience to stay informed about some of the
happenings in and around the school!
You can follow us on twitter:
@AugustonTraditional

Bicycles, Scooters,
Skateboards, Heelies and
Other Wheeled Items
A reminder that these “wheeled” modes of
transportation should be walked on and off school
grounds for safety reasons. This includes the front of
school sidewalk. With many younger students and
pre‐school children walking or running about an
unfortunate accident could occur. Students riding
these wheeled “vehicles” should be wearing a
helmet. Please speak to your children regarding this
matter.

Keeping up to date
through the Abbotsford
School District “APP”
A handy app is available for parents and
students in Abbotsford School District: the Abby
Schools app is available for downloading on
iPhones or Android mobile phones. The app
provides the user with announcements, news,
events and contact information about any of the
district’s schools and many district departments.
Once downloaded on a phone, a user can
choose which school or district department they
wish to receive information from. There is an
ability to have notifications so parents, students,
staff or any user can be aware when new
information is posted by the school or district.
The mobile app is directly linked to school and
district websites, so once content is published to
the website it automa5cally is pushed to the app
as well.
The app is easily downloadable to iPhones and
Androids. Search on either for “Abby Schools”.
Users can follow any number of schools, along
with district and department information.
o
o

Get the app for iTunes
Get the app from Google Apps for
Android

Bringing Electronic
Equipment to School
Students at times bring various types of electronic
devices to school (iPods, Gameboys etc.). We would
encourage you to ask your children to leave these
devices at home. We don’t want them to be
damaged or misplaced as we cannot be responsible
for their safekeeping at school. Thank‐you for
cooperation with this matter.

Administration of
Medication at School
If your child is required to take medication at
school (i.e. asthma puffers, or prescription
medicines) a “Permission to Administer
Medication” form must be completed by your
family doctor and returned to our office. A form
can be obtained at the school office.

Allergy Awareness
Many children come to school with life
threatening allergies. This can vary from food
allergies to certain foods like nuts, fish, dairy
etc., or it can be allergies associated with bee
stings. Children with severe allergies require
immediate medical attention should they come
into contact with an allergen. Schools often have
children with allergies to specific types of nuts
such as peanuts and other nut products. For the
safety of children we are asking your
cooperation in restricting the use of nut
products in lunches or other food items brought
to school. We understand that it is difficult at
times to know what is in specific food products.
For classrooms that have students with severe
nut or other type of allergies we ask that parents
refrain from sending items with these specific
food products. It is understood that assuring
that a school is absolutely “nut free” may be
difficult and instead ask that our school
community be “nut aware” so that we do not
become complacent by thinking we are
completely “nut free”. We thank‐you for your
understanding with this serious matter.

Lunches, Labels, and
other Extras

Families are encouraged to ensure that students
have all the materials required for the day of
learning (e.g. snack lunch, gym strip, jacket,
homework, library book etc.) upon their arrival
to school. If you bring a lunch to the office
during the day, please ensure the lunch is clearly
labeled with FIRST and LAST names. That helps
us ensure your child receives their item in a
timely manner. School Supplies, PE clothing,
jackets, hats, and sweaters should all be labeled
clearly with your child’s name as well. Our Lost
and Found overflows very quickly with articles
left in change rooms and out on the playground.
A name written inside these items allows us to
find the owner.

School Website

https://auguston.abbyschools.ca

Don’t forget to check out the school website for
Announcements, Events, Newsletters, Dress
Code information, Photos and more!

Bell Schedule

https://auguston.abbyschools.ca/about/bell-schedule

Please have students arrive at
school between 8:15 to 8:25 a.m.
o
o
o
o

o
o

"Get Ready for Class" Bell: 8:25 a.m.
AM Start: 8:30 a.m.
Recess: 10:45 to 11:05 a.m. "Get Ready"
bell at 11:03 a.m.
Lunch: 12:35 to 12:50 p.m. Eating
time 12:50 to 1:20 p.m. Outside then "Get
Ready" bell at 1:20pm
PM Start: 1:22 p.m.
Dismissal: 2:30 p.m. Students are to be
picked up between 2:30 to 2:40pm (end of
supervision bell at 2:40 p.m.)

Absent or Late Students
https://www.abbyschools.ca/safe-arrival
On our school website you will find a tab:
“Report Absence or Late” which will direct you
to Safe Arrival.
The Abbotsford School District utilizes an
automated student attendance management
system called SafeArrival, offered
through SchoolMessenger®, the company that
hosts our parent notification system.
With SafeArrival, you can report your child’s
absence in advance using any of these 3
convenient methods:
SchoolMessenger App
Using your mobile device, download and install
the SchoolMessenger app from the Apple App
Store or the Google Play Store.
The first time you use the app, select Sign Up to
create your account.
Select Attendance then Report an Absence.
SafeArrival Website
Using the SafeArrival website, go
to: go.schoolmessenger.ca
The first time you use the website, select Sign
Up to create your account.
Select Attendance then Report an Absence.
CREATE YOUR SCHOOL MESSENGER
ACCOUNT NOW
Toll-Free Number
Call 1-844-487-3701 to report an absence using
the automated phone system.
These options are available 24 hours/day, 7 days
a week. Future absences can be reported at any
time.
Note: Absences of more than 3 days can be reported
to auguston@abbyschools.ca.

Early Morning Arrivals
to School

Please understand that adult supervision of
students does not begin until 8:15 am. As the
mornings become darker, we are not aware of
students being in and around the school especially if
they are on the playground. We understand that as
parents work commitments often involve leaving
early. If this is the case, we ask if it is possible for
your children to go to friend’s home and come to
school closer to the time when supervision begins.
We appreciate your cooperation with this matter.
Safety of children is paramount. After school,
supervision is from 2:30 to 2:40pm.
Please do not allow students to climb trees, the dug
out or other “high up” places before or after school!

Appointments

If at all possible, please try to
schedule appointments or
activities for your child outside
of school hours to help protect
instructional time. If unavoidable, please notify
the office beforehand thru Safe Arrival (or notify
your child’s teacher in the planner if it’s an early
pick up). Thank you.

Signing Out

If you need to pick up your child due to illness
(or other reasons), please sign your child out at
the office. Thank you.

Dropping off something
for your child

In order to minimize class disruption, please do
not take items directly to your child’s classroom
or portable. Please drop them off at the office
and they will be delivered to your child or your
child will be paged to come and collect them.

Visitor/Volunteer Sign In

The most important ‘job’ we are
charged within a school is to keep
everyone safe. In order to do this, we
need to know at all times who is in
our building. It keeps our students,
staff and parents safe! Please make sure you stop at
the office, sign in and receive a visitor/volunteer tag
before you head towards your child’s class (or area
of the building you are visiting/volunteering in). By
having everyone sign in, we obtain a secure count
and understanding of who is in our building. So
please STOP and remember this procedure when you
enter the front entrance of our school. Watch for a
Volunteer package coming out next week via email.

NEWSLETTERS

Newsletters are published monthly and sent
out by email ONLY. If you wish to receive a
paper copy, there will be a limited number
available in front of the office.
Please be sure to have an accurate email
address listed on your Student Verification Form,
that will be coming home soon, so that you
receive the newsletter.

AUGUSTON STAFF 2019-2020
Mr. Ryan Colbert, Principal

Div. 1
Div. 2
Div. 3
Div. 4
Div. 5
Div. 6
Div. 7
Div. 8
Div. 9
Div. 10
Div. 11
Div. 12
Div. 13
Div. 14
Div. 15
Div. 16

Mr. Steve Lawson
Mrs. Debbie Beisiegel
Mrs. Jill Ward
Mrs. Jennifer Simpson
Ms. Anita Thind
Mrs. Tina Deol
Mrs. Marlo Small
Mrs. Alana Earle (M-W)
Mrs. Amy Samulski (Th-F)
Mrs. Karin Charest
Mrs. Kiersten Heppner
Mrs. Crystal Chow
Mr. James Ketelaar
Mrs. Heather Preiss
Mrs. Michelle Gleeson
Mrs. Brianne Elford
Mrs. Brenna Vandermeer
Mrs. Diana McAllister
Mrs. Hilary Puglisi
Mrs. Laura Hambly

Mrs. Dayle Thiessen
Mrs. Tammi Hildebrand
Mrs. Seonid Dirom
Mr. Tyler Lande

Meet the Teacher Night
You are invited to meet your child’s teacher on
Thursday, Sep 26, from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.
There may be an informal parent picnic from 56pm. Stay tuned for more details!

Contact your child’s teacher

Please see Auguston Staff emails on the website
at: https://auguston.abbyschools.ca/about/staff.

Mrs. Louise Tait
Mr. Salvador Blancas
Mr. Wayne Steinwandt
Mrs. Tiffany Butte
Mrs. Coral Christianson
Mrs. Kim Evans
Mrs. Jodi Leppky
Miss Jenna Shore
Mrs. Cindy Strickler
Ms. Yvonne McNeill
Mrs. Tambra Henderson

Gr. 5
Gr. 5
Gr. 4
Gr. 4
Gr. 3/4
Gr. 3
Gr. 3
Gr. 2/3
Gr. 2/3
Gr. 2
Gr. 2 (M-W)
Gr. 2 (Th-F)
Gr. 1
Gr. 1 (M-W)
Gr. 1 (Th-F)
K/Gr. 1 (M-T)
K/Gr. 1 (W-F)
Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Kindergarten

English Language
Learners (Th)
Learning Support Services
(M-Th)
Library Learning
Commons (M-W/Fri-am)
Physical Education
Administrative Ass’t
Custodian
Custodian
Education Assistant
Education Assistant
Education Assistant
Education Assistant
Education Assistant
Education Assistant
Indigenous Support
Worker (T/F)
Library Tech (Th)

IMPORTANT FORMS
COMING HOME
Parents please seeing the following forms being
sent home with your child to be filled out, signed
and returned to school:
•
•
•
•
•

Student Verification form
Fruit & Veggie Consent
Google form for Div. 1-5 students (for
those who did not complete previously)
Permission for Off Grounds
Photo/Media Release for Gr. 1-5
(K parents filled it out at registration)

The Student Verification form gives us
important personal information that we use in
case of emergency or to contact you for various
reasons. Please be sure to
check that your contact
information is accurate
and complete, sign it and
return it to the office.

School Supplies for
2019-20

If supplies have not yet been purchased for your
Gr. 1-5 student, parents are able to order and
pay for school supplies online directly thru
Teacher’s File
http://packs.teachersfile.ca/schools/182 *please
note that a $5.00 late processing fee will be
charged. This site will remain open while
supplies last. Families are welcome to purchase
students’ school supplies independent of this
program, but are requested
to buy the precise items on
the grade supply list. School
Supplies information is on
the school website.

The BC School Fruit and Vegetable Nutrition
Program is sending us blueberries next week!
Bring a bag or bowl after school on Monday,
September 16, to get some free fresh
blueberries to take home.
Children will not be given blueberries
without a parent or guardian with them.
Future F&V program deliveries will be in the
classroom after all consent forms have been
received. Watch for those
notices
coming home shortly and send them back as
soon as possible.

On-call Noon Hour
Supervisors Needed
Noon Hour
Supervision is a 1 hour
commitment from
12:30-1:30pm and is a
paid position. Parents
who are interested will
be asked to complete
a Police Info. Check (along with an application form,
etc.). Please contact the school office for more
information at: louise.tait@abbyschools.ca or Ph:
604-557-0422.

Click here for
FV Regional Library Events!

Auguston PAC News
Auguston Parents, please note these PAC Events (all parents are
welcome!):

A BIG THANK YOU to Mrs.
McAllister (K teacher) and the
Piper family for the wonderful
flowers to welcome everyone to
our school!

First general PAC meeting of the year will be on Tuesday, Sept
17, from 6-7pm - no babysitting (if child can read quietly in the
library, they are welcome to come)
Click here for the PAC Meeting Agenda
Sign up to volunteer on the PAC! Click here for the PAC
Volunteer Application.

o

o
o

Future PAC Meeting Dates (mark your calendar!):
• Oct 16th
• Nov 20th
• Jan 22nd
• Feb 19th
• April 15th
• May 20th (AGM)
• June - TBD with new PAC group

For more info. on the PAC, click
here: https://auguston.abbyschools.ca/parents-students/pac
Watch for information on ordering via Munchalunch for Popcorn and
Hot Lunch days!
Neufeld Farms fundraiser is coming soon!
•
•
•

Neufeld forms out Sept 27
Neufeld orders due Oct 10
Neufeld pick up Oct 21 at 6:00pm

Community Information
Please click here for more
information on the
Community Partners
Database. The Community
Partner Database is a
search tool that is designed
to provide relevant
information regarding
many speciﬁc organizations
and community resources
we have access to in
Abbotsford.

Parents are asked to reimburse the school for Kindergarten supplies ($40) and
Gr. 1-5 planners ($4.00).
Kindergarten Supplies and Gr. 1-5 Planners are now set up in schoolcashonline.
Please see below for payment information. Payment is due by Friday, Sep. 27.

Online Payments for School Items
We would like to encourage ALL families at our school to utilize the online option for payments
EVERY time! We are currently at 89.07% who have signed up! Let’s make it 98, 99 or even
100% Auguston and PLEASE USE the online option every time!
Open in schoolcash:
• Cross Country for Gr. 4/5 students
• Kindergarten Supplies $40 ea.
• School Planners for Gr. 1-5 $4 ea.
Thank you to parents who have set up your schoolcash account and utilize this option. You will be receiving
reminders and messages about new items being added to your child’s ‘cart’ when ﬁeld trips and other items
arise. A suggestion is to purchase a prepaid credit card to make purchases if you are concerned about online
shopping. The district site is a secure site which does not hold account information.
SchoolCashOnline limits the amount of cash/cheques handled in schools, reduces paperwork, and results in
more focused instructional time in the classroom. The Abbotsford School District now uses SchoolCashOnline
for all schools. With SchoolCashOnline, parents have the convenient and secure option of paying for school
items using their credit card online, 24/7. You can pay for school items such as trips, club/athletic fees, and
spirit wear. It will save you time too! Register for Schoolcashonline in 4 simple steps! If you haven’t yet done
so, please click on the link above to sign up TODAY!

Click Here!

